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Bishop Rawstorne Church of England Academy Religious Education Policy 

 

“The core purpose of any Church school is to maximise the learning potential of every pupil 

within the love of God.” 

 

Bishop Rawstorne RE Vision 

 

In line with the Statement of Entitlement RE at Bishop Rawstorne concentrates on the 
systematic teaching of faiths in their own terms in order to aid students understanding of 
religions.  
 
Students who follow the RE programme in our school gain a deep awareness of their own and 
others’ identities; they wrestle with the mysteries of life and the answers given by a wide 
variety of religions and beliefs; they develop a clear sense of what is of real value in world 
today. 
 
Students who follow the RE programme in our school gain a deep knowledge and 
understanding of the teachings, practices and life stories expressed in a variety of ways within 
Christianity and other principal religions and world views. Through reflection on their own 
beliefs and values in the light of their learning, they grow in respect for themselves and others. 
We aim to challenge stereo types and cultivate academic skills to promote religious literacy so 
that our students can navigate the contemporary society that they live in.  
Students who follow the RE programme in our school demonstrate curiosity about men and 
women of faith and commitment who have changed individual lives, society and culture.  

 

Aims and Rationale 

In the simplest terms, studying religion and belief has a claim to be an indispensable part of a 
complete education because of the influence of religions and beliefs on individuals, culture, 
behaviour and national life. Most religions and beliefs offer answers to life’s deepest 
questions. And most young people are seeking answers to those questions, as they grow into 
independence and work out how to live a good life. Moreover, the majority of the world’s 
population are religious therefore it is important that our students develop a robust religious 
literacy.  
 
The Faith Rationale  

 Bishop Rawstorne is a ‘faith school’, traditionally it is may be thought that one of the main 
aims of RE is to hand on the truth of that faith to the next generation. However, at our school 
we do not approach RE with a ‘confessional’ rationale built around the transmission of 
doctrines, rituals and ways of life. Rather, for those students who do have a faith, we seek to 
nurture that faith and allow them to grow spiritually. However, we do not seek to indoctrinate 
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students of no faith. For Bishop Rawstorne academy RE is an academic subject. We aim to 
allow our students to grow academically in RE to make their own choices about religion.  
 
The Whole Person Rationale  
Often it is thought that one of the main aims of RE is to help young people on their personal 
journey of identity, thus RE fits in the Academy’s curriculum approach of a wide and diverse 
education to enrich ‘the whole person’, helping young people better to understand 
themselves and the world. The rationale for RE here is concerned with such questions as:  
 

 What is the meaning and purpose of life? 
 Where are we going? 
 What is ‘true’? 
 Is my own existence meaningful, and is there anything beyond personal 

happiness? 
 What skills do I need to succeed in life? 

 
This enables students to gain insights from religions and philosophies and give them practice 
in ‘skills for life’, such as empathy, sensitivity, humility, and in thinking and communicating 
well.  
 
Through this approach we focus on RE to aid our pupil’s character development developing 
young people spiritually, morally and ethically, the rationale is part of an overall intention to 
equip young people to lead a good life and achieve moral autonomy and responsibility. In the 
light of the many moral and ethical dilemmas we meet in life, ranging from the personal to 
the global, young people are seeking answers to questions such as:  
 

 What is it to lead a good life? How do we know? Whom should we trust? How can I 
become my best self? What is my destiny and can religions or beliefs help me to 
understand it, shape it or accept it? 
 

Thus we allow our young people to reflect on their own beliefs and values, seeking guidance 
when faced with moral dilemmas, so that they can be informed by their understanding of 
religious and philosophical principles. 
 
The Academic and Scholarly Rationale  

The aim of RE at this academy is to develop young people intellectually, it can provide a 
mental discipline to sharpen young minds. Since religious and philosophical systems offer a 
rich and complex field of study, they can bring intellectual stretch and challenge even if they 
are not directly relevant. This rationale focuses on questions such as: 
 

 How can we explore religions and beliefs as a way of challenging and developing 
young people’s intellectual abilities and skills? 

 In what ways have religions and beliefs influenced us positively and negatively, 
and how can we develop arguments that evaluate their influence? 
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RE is a study of religions and beliefs for their own sake, religions and philosophies exist, 
and they offer fascinating cultural phenomena, having limitless interest in their own right. 
This rationale is concerned with questions such as:  
 
 Who was the author of this sacred text, and what meaning did it intend to convey? 
 How can I penetrate through my own cultural assumptions, and my distance from 

the original context, in order to discover the truth about this text or object? 
 What languages do I need to translate an ancient scroll? 

 
This rationale may be justified in that it faces the intellectual challenge of exploring religions 

and beliefs and lays a claim to contribute strongly to young people’s cognitive and cultural 

development. RE in this sense is a specialist subject. 

 

Objectives in RE 

All students at KS3 study RE and students at KS4 study RE up to GCSE, there is no right of 
withdrawal from RE. The school can under exceptional circumstances withdraw a student 
from the final GCSE examinations. At Bishop Rawstorne our weekly entitlement to RE is a core 
component of the KS3 and KS4 curriculum. We also carry out faith trips to the local church, 
Blackburn Cathedral and a local Mosque. Students have opportunities to meet members of 
religious and belief communities through visits and visitors 
 
KS3 

 Students in Y7 study RE for two hours each week.  
 In Y8 students study RE for three hours over two weeks. 
 In Y9 pupils study RE each week for two hours in the spring term Y9 pupils begin their 

GCSE study.  
 
Students engage in a progressive programme over three years studying aspects of four 
religions: Christianity, Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. Periodic assessments enable the 
monitoring of students’ progress.  
 
KS4 
 
RE is a core subject all students.  They are taught in sets according to their overall ability and 
their academic performance.  All students study a full course GCSE (Edexcel Specification B) 
for two hours each week.  
 
Students Study 2 religions:  
 

 Christianity  
 Islam 

 
AND apply these religions to two areas of study. Each of these areas is worth 50% of the 
GCSE:  
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Area of Study 1 is Ethics. This explores God, The Family, Worship as well as Life and Death. 
(50%)  
 
Area of Study 2 is Peace and conflict. This explores God, Reconciliation, Worship and Peace 
(50%)  
 
Students sit TWO papers at the end of Y11. There are four sections within each paper with a 
combination of structured questions (worth 25%) and extended open response/critical 
thinking. (Worth 75%) 
 
 
Sample KS3 Assessment 
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Example of our RE specific grade criteria 1-9 
 

Principles of teaching and learning:  
 
In our teaching and learning approach we promote an equal opportunities and provision of 
differentiated activities to suit the range of ability, background and learning need in our 
academy institution. Our most recent SEF seeks to focus on pupil premium candidates as well 
as underachieving boys.  
 
We seek to engage students through various approaches such as discussions, debates, music, 
writing, drama, visual arts, and ICT. We make space for students to reflect, to explore beliefs 
and values, to ask their own questions, to investigate, research and respond personally 
 
In RE we put school policies on provision for gifted and talented students and those with 
special educational needs into practice through planning and inclusion in our development 
plans. These are monitored through a quality assurance systems.  
  
Our schemes of work (learning) balance the different attainments targets (usually ‘learning 
about religion and belief’ and ‘learning from religion and belief) through careful planning and 
resourcing of our curriculum.  
  
Our content is selected through our CofE status and the place of Christianity in the RE 
curriculum and also through contemporary and relevant factors to our students and locality. 
Thus we plan to ensure a deep and comprehensive coverage of Christianity as well as core 
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aspects and narrative theology of other major religions represented in Britain. Of these 
religions we pay specific attention to Islam due to its contemporary relevance and it being 
one of our GCSE exam subjects.  
  
We ensure that we make connections with pupil’s experiences of religions with planned visits 
and visitors in our programme that enable students to come into first hand contact with 
adherents from a variety of traditions. 
  
RE lends itself to natural cross-curricular links within the school curriculum. History, 
Geography, Science and English all play significant roles in RE content and execution. For 
example our rigor with literacy takes it lead from the schools literacy focuses as well as the 
need for excellent SpaG and writing technique demanded by our exam board. Moreover, RE 
areas of Equal Opportunities, Multicultural Education, Environmental Education and 
Citizenship.  
 
Assessment, recording and reporting 
 
The school has its own policies and approaches to assessment, recording and reporting with 
the RE department follows. We also see it as vital that RE teachers know how to evaluate how 
well students are doing in RE and to feedback guidance on what they must do next to make 
progress through PAR marking Praise, Action and Response. This is an integral part of our 
practice that we build through spacing and gapping in our schemes of work to make ‘marking 
and event’.  
 
Whilst marking we assess students’ knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes this is all 
recorded through the Academy’s SIMS system thoroughly as well as in teacher mark books 
that are also monitored as part of our Quality Assurance programme.  
 
Assessment Monitoring Schedule 
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Book Monitoring Proforma 
 

 


